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Cordillera Vileabamba, including Lasunayoc, and in their way turned the key
for the coming-of-age of Australian mountaineering (see p 212 below).

The three great faces of Australian rock climbing are down south in the island
state of Tasmania: North-west face of Federation guarded by the 'death mark'
of several days packing through rotofagus and horizontal scrub; the East face
of Mount Geryon in Pine Valley on the Cessiphus stream; and the South-east
face of Frenchman's Cap, a cap of sparkling snow-like quartzite-all faces to
be reckoned with, clean inspired rock never less than 1000 ft and in situations
where a man can still use his imagination and look down on tiny camps and
distant lakes and peaks. This is where many mainland climbers go for their
holidays.

Forty-seven Australians have returned from trekking in Nepal with my
Ausventure organisation; other smaller groups climbed quietly. Seventeen
members of the Australian Section of the N.Z.A.C. plan a Himalayan non
expedition! No letter heading, no publicity, no free milk; climbing for fun
and experience.

Over the strong Australian beer other places begin to be mentioned-Japan,
Carstensz. Controversy rages over the use and abuse of bolts. Guide-books
appear for the first time with their own Australian climbing prose: 'The right
Wall of Amen is a beautiful, near vertical expanse of almost smooth black rock.
It is up this that The Minotaur makes its daring way-she's a dinkum climb
alright!' Warwick Deacock

New Zealand

Summary II}69--70 Practically no snow fell in New Zealand in the last five
months of 1969. Not only did this bring the ski season to a premature end,
but it caused some upsets to the subsequent summer climbing. Crevasses
opened early and steep slopes, usually kicked for steps even in late summer,
were hard ice at the end of spring.

Yet more people climbed, especially in the Mount Cook area. The orthodox
routes on major peaks received much attention, but those trying something new
met with much less success. Two great faces were attempted and these climbs
have still to be completed.

The Caroline face of Mount Cook (A.J. 74 [47]) has been attempted many
times since 1962, by strong parties, some of whom have done major new routes
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in Peru. The face is a long ice-climb with considerable exposure, some
avalanche risk and a long section on a steep but not very pronounced ice-rib.
This year a talented group, G. Harris, P. Gough, J. Glasgow and D. White,
worked their way to half way up the face, getting over most of the difficulties,
when a very severe north-west storm broke. On the face, the south-east side
of the mountain, there is little early warning of storms from the remote side.
After much difficulty they successfully got off the mountain and unfortunately
did not have another chance to try again.

In the same storm two young Australian women were caught out on the head of
the biggest glacier. After some seventy hours without supplies or sleeping
bags their survival chances were regarded as slim. When the weather cleared
they were found, outside a hole they dug in the snow, reasonably fit and with
few indications of their ordeal.

The other face which received much attention was the Hooker face of the
Hicks. The Hooker glacier is named after the naturalist Sir Joseph Hooker,
while Hicks was a Pacific navigator, placed appropriately near Cook, Dampier,
Vancouver and others. Three separate parties worked at variations of routes
on this very steep mixed ice and rock wall, but still no group completed a face
route.

J. Jolly and J. Stanton, who will shortly go to Peru with a young team of great
potential, climbed most peaks accessible from Pioneer hut, including a new
variation on the West face of Haidinger.

Further south there was again considerable activity with the Darrans receiving
much attention. In this range there is good reliable rock, a rare commodity
in New Zealand. M. Jones and J. Fantini achieved a new face route on Marion
and some startling multiple peak traverses were recorded.

An Australian expedition, comprising members whose previous main climbs
had been in New Zealand, met with some success in Peru (p 212 below) and a
New Zealand expedition was also very active in Patagonia (p 225 below).
At least two more parties are shortly bound for Peru. Sir Edmund Hillary will
again be in Nepal. A mixed scientific and mountaineering expedition to
Antarctica was declined permission because of the limited transport available.
It is hoped this is not a permanent end to many years of New Zealand activity
in that area. N. D. Hardie

Mount Cook area: Royal Marines party 1969 A party of eight Royal
Marines from Singapore based themselves last autumn on the Ball hut, 3 miles
from Mount Cook as the crow flies.
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Two climbers, Chris Crystal and Sam Roberts, moved on to the Empress hut
on the west side of Mount Cook to attempt routes from there. Two others,
Paul Leedel and Larry Fairclough, went to look at the unclimbed 7000 ft
South-east (Caroline) face of Mount Cook, which, however, proved to be out
of condition. Stuart Rae, John Barry and myself moved to the Plateau hut,
so named because it is situated on the Grand Plateau, which is 7000 ft up, 3
miles long and 2 miles wide, flowing towards the Hochstetter ice-fall.

The weather at this time of year is normally extremely bad, and due to this the
local climbing season does not usually start until the end of November. As it
turned out we were blessed with fine weather for most of the time.

After an acclimatisation period, four of us succeeded in reaching the summit of
Mount Cook on 13 November. Chris Crystal and Sam Roberts climbed the
West ridge and reached the Low Peak of Cook; while John Barry and I climbed
Bowie's Ridge (third ascent) in the fastest time to date. We reached the High
Peak at 6 pm, having left the Plateau hut at 3 am; despite this we still had a
cold night at 11,000 ft. It might be pointed out here that the distance between
the High and Low Peaks of Cook is 1t miles. Stuart Rae and Paul Leedel reached
the High Peak a few days later, from the Plateau hut via Zurbriggen's route.

Our other two routes were Syme's Ridge, a beautiful 5000 ft snow and ice climb
on Mount Tasman (the second highest mountain in New Zealand), and the
North face of Mount Hicks, a rock climb. Several attempts on the other routes
failed, owing to the unpredictable weather and soft snow.

There are literally thousands of new routes and faces of tremendous quality
to be done in the Southern Alps. Dave Nicholls

A record fall?: correction Norman Hardie writes: 'Your report of the
record fall, 7000 ft, in A.J. 73 257 surprised me. Ray Vickers did in fact slide
some 500 ft on the Silberhorn ridge of Mount Tasman. He has fully recovered.
His rescuer received a medal. Vickers himself played a major part in another
crevasse rescue. A fall of anything beyond 4000 ft is just about impossible in
New Zealand'.

We are grateful to Mr Hardie for drawing attention to the error. From what he
writes it would seem that an extra '0' found its way into the report in a leading
London daily on which our note was based.
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